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For Immediate Release





         July 16, 2010

AWARD-WINNING CHILDREN’S MUSIC LABEL 

MUSIC FOR LITTLE PEOPLE

INVITES YOU TO PICK UP A JUG AND JAM ALONG

WITH MARIA MULDAUR’S 

BARNYARD DANCE: JUG BAND MUSIC FOR KIDS 

CD Due Out October 12th

 “One of the consummate artists of our time” – Blues Revue
Award-winning independent children’s music label Music for Little People will continue its 25th anniversary celebration this year with the release of Maria Muldaur’s Barnyard Dance: Jug Band Music for Kids (retail price $13.98) October 12th.
A platinum-selling songstress and five-time Grammy Award®-winner, Maria Muldaur returns to her Jug Band roots with her fifth CD for children.  This happy, snappy, lighthearted music is played on homemade instruments such as washtubs, spoons, pots and pans and just about anything else you might find in the kitchen or lying around in the yard.  Kids can grab a kazoo, harmonica, washboard or jug and play and sing along!  

Says Maria, “This project led me through a wonderful excursion into our rich musical past to find these delightful gems!  The musicians and I had a blast recreating this music, keeping it within the tradition, while giving it a fresh modern sound that families today can groove to.”

Jug Band music emerged in the rural south during the 1920s and was based on country blues with elements of ragtime and early New Orleans jazz.  As many musicians couldn’t afford expensive instruments, they created homemade ones, using a washtub with one string attached or blowing into a jug to create the bass sound.   A washboard played with thimbles replaced drums, and cowbells and kitchen items rounded out percussion.  Stringed instruments were usually banjo, mandolin and fiddle, and the kazoo or harmonica stood in for horns.

Says Leib Ostrow, founder of Music for Little People, "Maria’s great passion for the extraordinary music that was written in the first half of the 20th century has inspired her to become a "songcatcher" of sorts, searching for and preserving classic music that might otherwise be lost.  And she plays a hot kazoo!”
Born and raised in Greenwich Village in New York City, Maria was an integral part of the American folk music revival of the early ‘60s.  She performed with the Even Dozen Jug Band with David Grisman (later of the Grateful Dead) and John Sebastian (later of The Lovin’ Spoonful), and then joined Jim Kweskin & The Jug Band (with which she first recorded a cover of the feminist power anthem “I’m A Woman”).  Her 1974 hit song “Midnight at the Oasis” enshrined her forever in the hearts of baby boomers everywhere. Maria has recorded 36 albums, including three children’s albums for Music for Little People.  Says the Washington Post, “Muldaur’s voice has deepened and thickened since she had a pair of Top 20 singles . . . and her understanding of roots music has deepened as well.”

Located in the coastal redwoods of northern California, Music for Little People began as a mail order catalog in 1985 and quickly emerged as a leading resource for quality, alternative children’s music with an educational, multi-cultural orientation.  The creation of the record label followed, furthering Leib Ostrow’s goal of developing children’s recordings that enhance and expand children’s musical experiences and that are also enjoyable for parents.  According to Billboard, “the label has managed to adapt to the changing parameters of the kids’ industry while remaining true to Ostrow’s vision.”  
Now, 25 years and over 100 releases later, the label has garnered over 140 awards including two Grammy® nominations. The label also offers a variety of songs for licensing usage. From original music to classic covers or perennial favorites, they have a full catalog of over 500 songs for families.  Their music has been featured in film and television as well as in many custom compilations, software programs and publishing add-ons.   You can find Music for Little People online at www.musicforlittlepeople.com and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/pages/Music-For-Little-People/262030456492.

Barnyard Dance: Jug  Band Music for Kids Track Listing

(Audio and high resolution images available at www.musicforlittlepeople.com/mediaroom.html)
I Love To Ride My Camel

Mama Don't Allow No Jugband Music 'Round Here

Barnyard Dance

Don't Let It Bother You

Out the Window

Singing in the Bathtub

All By Myself

Chicken Tree

Everybody Eats at My House

Does Your Chewing Gum Lose Its Flavor

Circus Song

Relax Your Mind
For more information on Music for Little People, please contact Sarah Geist Rosen at

SKG Publicity: 847.432.8177; skgeist@comcast.net
or

Kate Dockins at Music for Little People: 518.724.0800; kndockins@aol.com

